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Activities to Remember/Internalize new Language
Part 1. Look at the following sets of vocabulary words that relate to the topic of ‘heroes.’ What other words might you add to each set? What aspects of the form, meaning, or use might be challenging for students?

	Set 1: dedicated, patriotic, charismatic, courageous, altruistic, perseverant  


Set 2: was born, was raised, became ill, faced many challenges, convinced people to, took power, led an army against, defeated an army, was crowned, was defeated by





Part 2. As you read through the following activities, talk with your partner about which of the above sets of lexical items would work.  Discuss how you might set them up with the lexical items above.

Drilling to remember

	Choral repetition
	The teacher says the word and the students repeat altogether and/or individually

	Concept check questions
	The teacher or students ask questions about the vocabulary words. Ex. Yes/no, short answer, true/false.

Note: Ss can get questions on a prepared worksheet or possibly make their own.

	Match
	Words that go together. On a worksheet or with one student saying a word and the other saying the part that goes with it.
Ex. go + shopping, play + basketball, 

	Password

=Explain and Say
	Student A gives a verbal definition of a word and Student B says what it is.

Note: Student A can make up a verbal definition (more difficult) or read a verbal definition aloud from a list.

	Point and Say
	The teacher points to a list of words on the board and has students pronounce the words. This can help Ss associate the spelling and sounds. 
Option: Vanishing board. Erase words or parts of the word. 

	Say and Show
	Student A says a word and Student B chooses the appropriate picture or acts it out.

Option. Students can play ‘Slap,’ a game in which they slap cards on the table as they are spoken.

	Show and Say
	 Student A points to a picture of a word and Student B says what it is.

Options: Student A acts out the word and Student B says what it is.

	Spelling Games


	Ex. Hangman, missing letters, word scrambles



Personalization and more internalization

	Answer questions
	Ex. Words can be embedded into questions that students ask and answer together.

	Correct sentences
	Students are given sentences with mistakes (either grammar or factual) and must correct them.

	Create a survey
	Students use the words to make a survey to ask other students. Ex. Q&A, How often, Opinions, etc.

	Gapfill Exercises
	Students choose the correct word from a text to place into blanks in a text. Note that the text could consist of separate sentences or a connected story/description.


	Information gap
	Students use the vocabulary or grammar to get information from the other student. Student A and B have different information and must communicate to get the information the other has. 

	Make a story
	Students are given a set of key words and are told to make a story using as many words as possible. Ex. Students get the beginning or end of a story and continue it. OR they are given characters and a situation

	Make connections
	One student chooses two words from a list. The partner(s) then have to make a sentence or two that uses the two words and connects them somehow.

	Make sentences about yourself.
	Students use the words to make true sentences about themselves or people that they know. Students can then play games with these sentences such as ‘guess which is the lie’ or ‘find the person who said this’

	Make sentences with key words
	Students are given key words and make sentences. Ex. Students use the words to describe a scene or picture.



	Match sentence halves
	Students are given the beginnings and endings of sentences. They read through them and match the halves. 

	Put words in order


	Students get a list of words and put them in an order that makes sense or is typical in their country.

	Rank


	Students put the words in order based on preferences, usefulness, etc.

Option. Students choose their best three and worst three.

	Retelling a story


	Students have a list of words. The teacher tells a story and the students check the words as they hear them. They then retell the story to their partner using the words.

	Sort the words into categories
	Students are given or make categories to put words into. Ex. Jobs that require a lot of training. Jobs that are dangerous.

	Tailless sentences
	 Students are given the beginnings of sentences that have the word in them and have to write the endings.







Exercises with a Focus on Grammar

	Activity Type
	Example

	Chain drills
	Jose: If it rains, I’ll rent a movie. ( Pedro: If Jose rents a movie, I’ll bring some popcorn. ( Louisa: If Pedro brings some popcorn, I’ll…

	Choosing the best sentence for a dialogue, story, situation
	Sue: Where is Jenny?

James: 

A. Oh, she’s gone to the bank. She’ll be back in 10 minutes.

B. Oh, she’s been to the bank. She’ll be back in 10 minutes.

	Choral repetition
	T writes the sentence, marks the stress and then has the students repeat. “I’ll have finished by lunchtime.” 

Option: work backwards. Ex. 

T: lunchtime ( Ss: lunchtime

T: by lunchtime ( Ss: by lunchtime

T: finished by lunchtime ( Ss: finished by lunchtime

	Error correction. Students look at sentences with errors (on the board or on a paper) and correct them.
	X   He is meet Jill tomorrow.

X   She going to the party on Saturday.

X   When I was a child I had been to Australia.

	Gapfill exercises with base verbs prompts. 
	This time next week I _____________________ (lie) on the beach.

	Information gap. Students each have different pieces of information on a page. They must talk to get the other’s information.
In this example, Ss can practice asking and answering WH-questions
	Student A
Statue of Liberty

· Liberty Island, New York

· Opened in 1886

· 306 feet tall

· Crown has 25 windows

· 450,000 pounds

· Steel and copper
Find out about the Mother of Georgia!

How tall?

Where?

When/built?

What/made of?
	Student B. 

Statue of Mother Georgia

Find out about the Mother of Georgia!

How tall?

Where?

When/built?

What/made of?

	Key word to Sentence
	Look at the following calendar. Write all of John’s plans.

Ex. Tuesday- Dentist. ( He’s going to the dentist on Tuesday.

	Matching sentences to meanings or answering CCQs (Concept Check Questions)
	Please give me your paper by 5pm. 

Which sentences are true?
a. You can give me your paper at 5pm.

b. You can give me your paper before 5pm.

c. You can give me your paper after 5pm.
CCQ: Does this mean I will finish the paper before or after lunch tomorrow?

	Rewriting exercises
	Mary: I live in Berkeley and go to the gym everyday. I work at a school and teach math.
Please rewrite this. Ex. Mary lives in….

	Substitution drill
	She goes to the gym everyday.

eat Italian food ( She eats Italian food everyday.

watch TV ( She watches TV everyday.

	Transformation drill
	T: I meet Jill everyday. ( Tomorrow. 

Ss: I’m meeting Jill tomorrow.

T: I’m meeting Jill tomorrow.

Ss: Are you meeting Jill tomorrow?


